Ischaemia following selfadministered intra-arterial injection of methylphenidate and diamorphine. A case report of treatment with intra-arterial urokinase and review.
A patient presented with a painful, oedematous, cyanosed hand having injected a solution of diamorphine and methylphenidate into his radial artery. Treatment was started with heparin and vasodilators. Benefit from this was limited and a course of intra-arterial urokinase was instituted. This gave almost total resolution of the injury. The mechanisms producing ischaemia following intra-arterial injection of drugs of abuse and possible treatment are discussed.